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Polytunnels – the movie!
Lights, camera, action... First Tunnels’ internet video channel is
helping polytunnel growers to live the self-sufficiency dream

I

n the bleak midwinter… crops were
snug, protected from
biting winds, chilly frosts and
a blanket of snow in the
comfort of a polytunnel.
Okay, so we’ve tweaked the
lyrics to this classic Christmas
carol, but only because
gardeners across the UK are
discovering the
benefits that yearround polytunnelgrowing can bring.
The Christmas
break is the perfect
time to order a
polytunnel for your
garden or allotment. Not only
can you beat the VAT increase,
which comes into force on
4 January, but gardeners will
benefit from quicker delivery
times before the spring
growing season gets underway.
So why is there so much
interest in polytunnel
gardening? Food price
inflation currently stands at
4.4 per cent, according to the
British Retail Consortium.
That’s adding a whopping
£230 to annual food bills.
Now here’s the good news:
As polytunnels are usually
bigger than greenhouses, and

hold heat better, food can be
cultivated all year round. Even
in a small tunnel, it’s possible
to become self-sufficient with
home-grown vegetables.
Finding out how to do it is
easy. First Tunnels, which is
offering customers a discount
of 10 per cent off everything in
December, has an internet
channel on
YouTube which
is dedicated to
polytunnels (8
youtube.com/
polytunnels).
The videos
address many
commonly-asked questions:
how easy is it to construct a
polytunnel, how will it be
delivered, how can rainwater
be harvested, and are
polytunnels organic?
The channel allows webusers to watch First Tunnels’
expert fitters professionally
installing a polytunnel in less
than a day (of course, DIY
enthusiasts can easily erect a
polytunnel themselves – and
help is just a phone call away).
If you need to clean, repair or
order a new cover for your
polytunnel, there’s a wealth of
free, expert advice on offer.

“Beat the VAT
rise and get a
10 per cent
discount!”

Viewers will see the
environmental benefits of
polytunnels. As gardeners will
be growing their own veg,
plastic bags, tins of food and
fuel used to drive to the
supermarket are eliminated.
As First Tunnels’ gardening
expert Paul Peacock points out
on screen: “We talk about food
yards, not food miles”.
Viewers will learn that old
polytunnel covers can be
recycled, while all wood used
comes from FSC-approved
British-grown timber. Even
the instruction booklets are
printed on recycled paper!
Of course, polytunnels are
great for growing your
favourite crops long after the
traditional season has finished.
But as the video ‘Polytunnel
Plot to Plate’ shows, there’s
nothing better than gathering
with friends and family at your
polytunnel for a summer
barbecue, savouring your
home-grown produce while
cracking open a few drinks.
Now that’s something to look
Easy as 1,2,3 and 4! See First Tunnels’
forward to in the New Year!
fitters quickly erect this polytunnel.
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FREE book for customers
Customers who place an order with First
Tunnels will receive a FREE copy of How to Grow
Food in Your Polytunnel All Year Round, written
by experts Mark Gatter and Andy McKee. Worth
£10.95, it includes detailed crop-by-crop guides,
seasonal advice and a sowing and harvesting
calendar to help with fruit and veg planning.
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8 youtube.com/polytunnels to watch

Get in contact
ADDRESS: First Tunnels Ltd, Dixon
Street, Barrowford, Lancashire,
BB9 8PL
PHONE/FAX ORDER: & (01282)
601253/612420 (8.30am-5pm
Monday-Friday. 9am-12pm Saturdays)
ORDER ONLINE: 8 FirstTunnels.co.
uk or email sales@FirstTunnels.co.uk
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First Tunnels new DVD – out now!

Follow us on the web...
polytunnelGardening.
co.uk

youtube.com/
polytunnels
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twitter.com/
firsttunnels

flickr.com/groups/
polytunnels

facebook.com/
polytunnels

We believe our polytunnels are
excellent value for money. That’s why
we’re happy to match ANY like-for-like
price… and that’s a promise!

